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Mr Michuel K. Powall _ “faraps
Chaitman

Federal Comupunications Comnission

445 12th Street Southwest
Washington, DC 20024-2101

Dear Chairmen Powoll:

 The sucoessinl operation of Mobile Saiellite Service (MSS) systems will bring to
unzerved and underserved areas the sume advanced commumications capabilities available to
vrban users, and will enhance tha capabilitios of public safety and military personael.

As we sadly learned thig monih, satellite systems axe an indisponsable seginent of the
natignal tzlecommunications infrastructize, and can seTve a key role in restoring communicatons
capacity in the avent that texrestriat facifities arc disabled. The abilily of MSS systemis ta pravide
ubiguitous global connectiyity is uniquely suited to fulfill this and ¢ther impovtant public policy
gotls. For the millions of Amvricans living in rural areas with no mobile voico or data service,
MSS networks wil! be thelr best, and perhaps only, choice for high-specd digital connections.
Maritite, military, public safety, and recreational users will also benefit from M3S coverage of
rural areas, and from glohal MSS coverage in the cvent of a natural disaster or other orisis.

On August 9, the Federal Communications Cornmission recognized the importance of
MSS when it began a procueding to allow liccnsed MSS aperatort to flll in coverage holes by ro-
using their ussigned frequencies over an anciilary torraitrial componsnt - & concept the
Cosmmission bes endoraed previously with respeot to other satellite setvice. To the sxtent that
2GHz MSS operators con maximize their spectrum efficiency through an encillary terrestrial
component, they will be bettor uble to ettract tha billiens of dollars in fihanaial cepital necessary
to build and lamch (hait systems. Theeefore, anciliary tewrestrial service will enhases the ability
of MS8 uperators (o serve customers by improving the sconomics of MSS.

Significanily, this proposal does not require shating amang different licenses o alfossrion
of additional spectrum. In addition, terrestrial service would be allowed only afler commercial

oparadon of the satellite service and in a manner consistent with priot Cominission decisions on,
comibined use gystems.

If the 2GHz MSS scrvicn is to succeed, the Commission must decide the issue as quickly
as possible, because applicants connot begin in sarmest to raise the enarmous suris necegsary to
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design. build, and deploy their aysterns while such an impertant aspect 0f the service rules are
undsr consideration. Under the eircumnstances, delay may be tantamount to denial. Therefore, |
urgeyou b move as quickly as possible to regntve thismatter.

Sincerely,

EranaL

Yohn Edwerds
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